
Protect Washington’s Early Learning Safety Net
In 2026, lawmakers must protect access to Washington’s child care and early learning safety net.
Ensuring access requires protecting eligibility for families, rates for providers, and the mixed-
delivery system of Working Connections Child Care and ECEAP in centers and homes. Further
cuts to these areas threaten the survival of the child care and early learning safety net that
children, families, and our state’s economy and workforce depend on. 

Children depend on stable and caring relationships with their early learning providers. The
backbone of our child care workforce is immigrant women – in the current federal climate it is
more important than ever for the legislature to support the workers in this industry. 

Codify the Cost of Quality Care Rate Model
Legislators made progress last session by codifying the requirement that DCYF publish a cost of
quality care (COQC) rate study. With strong legislative support, DCYF partnered with child care
providers statewide to define the components of high-quality care that keep children safe and
provide critical early development and learning opportunities. In 2026 lawmakers should honor
the work of child care providers by clarifying RCW 43.216.829 to permanently adopt the cost of
quality care rate model currently in use by DCYF and codeveloped with the Early Educator
Design Team. Permanently adopting it will ensure effective implementation of RCW 43.216.829.

New, Progressive Revenue to Stabilize our State’s Economy
With many vital programs at risk this budget cycle, including the child care and early learning
safety net, legislators should champion new progressive revenue to help close the gap. Doing so
will help prevent additional cuts and delays, supporting a future that equitably funds our
communities’ access to affordable, high-quality child care and supports child care providers.
High-quality care helps stabilize our state’s economy by ensuring parents can go to work while
our children are safe, loved, and learning.
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